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eg Let 1 us therefore fullw eo the Things whio h 


make * Peace. — 


Al H E Apoſtle Ranks: in a Heer 
FN Chapter, prels'd upon his Roman Chap. xii. 

| '&/ | Converts, a quiet and peaceable s 

4 Behaviour towards all Men, Ini 

a ele as well as Chriſtians ;, in the 

2 — Chapter before us, exhorts then 

in a more particular Manner, to Peace and Love 
amongęſt Brethren, He treats upon ſome Points 
of Religion, which, tho' of ſmall Importance, 
had, as we may obſerve, rais'd Feuds and Animo- 
"ities among them. Some of the Jews, tho' they FO 

readily embrac'd the Goſp el, and profeſs d them ; 
ſelves Diſciples of Chriſt, bara. 5 to the Mo. 
ſaical Inſtitutions, and were ſtiff Obſervers of all 
thole Rites and Ceremonies. But tho' a Difference 


| 7 Ser ermon „ Preacpd before 


in Days and Meats were to be obſerv'd, he blanes : 


=" Yom Will for being ready to give into an Opinion, 


that they who were Contrary-Minded, were Pro- 


: phane and Contemners of the Law of God. The 
Believing Gentiles, on the other Hand, who were 
better Inſtructed in their Chriſtian Liberty, and had 


d clearer Inſight into their glorious Privileges; 8 
they ſaw the former rigorouſly inſiſting upon indif-. 


ferent Things, which had no real Goodneſs in 
them, and Which they knew were abrogated by 


| Chriſt, were no leſs ready to deſpiſe them as 19n0- 

„ = Fant and ſuperſtitious ;, and carried Matters ſo high, 

as even to deny holding Communion with them. 
Our Apoſtle therefore labours earneſtly to root out 


- this Wayward and Uncharitable Principle, and to 


arbitrate the Matter between both. He adviſeth | 
them, not to put” a Stumbling- Block in their 
HE Brother's. Way : That they would Walk . 
2. according to Charity; and not for Meats and  _ 
Drinks, deſtroy him for whom Chriſt died. For, : 
17. fays be, the Kingdom of God is not Meat and . 
Dink; but Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Tor, in 
the Holy Ghoſt. And after he had gone on in a 


: Chap. x xiv. 


beautiful Variety of Arguments to ſhew the In- 


co0onſiſtency between this Way of Procedure, and 
the true Spirit of the Goſpel; he cloſes the Whole 5 
with the Exhortation in the Text, Let us aw 
Efter the Things which make for Peace. : | 


But tho? Peace and Love are Duties, which our 


5 Bleſſed Saviour fo frequently and largely inſiſted _ 


Ne as ain Marks and Badges of his 


ure 


— 


melon To, Sc 


Pure Religion, it muſt be Matter of very mn: 
lancholy Reflection to Men of Seriouſneſs and 


Conſideration, to behold ſome who pretend to be 


+ Diſciples of the Quiet and Peaceable Jeſus , a&- 


ing directly contrary to the Rules he hath bid : 
down: To ſee ſome who take Delight to # ſh in 


troubled Waters, and like our grand Adverfary, 
Walking about, ſeeking whom they may devour; 


who inſtead of following the Things which m. ike 
for Peace, ſhew Signs of Hatred and Varian ce, 
ee Envy, and IIl-Nature; who put the 


- whole Powers of the Mind upon the Stretch, 
to give Uneaſineſs, to create Diſorder; who 
behold, with Pleafure, Diſcord rriumpbing up- 


0 the Ruins of Union , and Uncharitableneſs 


plwkaying without Control. But alas ! Chriſtiani- ” 
ty knows no ſuch Practices: The Behaviour its 
Profeſſors muſt put on, ſhould ſavour of nothing 


which is Peeviſh or Paſſionate, Fierce or Furious, 


Cruel or Revengeful. It is the Nature of Chriſt's 


Doctrine to make Men ſofr and gentle, peaceable 2 
and quiet; to endeavour to extinguiſh , not blow 


up the Hauer of Contention. The Things 5 
which make for Peace, are what the Goſpel en- 


Joins the Practice of. Heat and Paſſion muſt be 


cooled into Patience and Moderation; Pride and 
Ambition changed into Meekneſs and Humility ; 


Hatred and Variance, into Love and Charity: 


Iheſe are the Principles which Chriſt came down 
to propagate to the World. He was not only 
uſher'd Into It with EY Proclamation of Peace on 

5 Lan 


Luke 11. 
14. 
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Zurtb. : 200d 77 717 tarde Nen; but . ke 
Was about to leave it, it was the [aft and beft Le- 
2c he could beque: ith it. In ev'ry Circumſtance 
d of. Life he was fo far from ſowing the Seeds of 


Strife and Contention, that he choſe to part, not 


ſzCoraxi 


+ 1 1 Tneſ. 


. *2Tim. ii. 


with his Right only, but his precious Life too, . 


fer than afford tlie leaſt Handle for them. And 8 


his Diſciples copied ſo exactly after him, that we 
find through their whole Lives, very few, if any 
Inſtances of Anger and Reſentment... St. Paul, "0 
am ſure, preſſes a quiet and peaceable Carriage in in 
almoſt. every Epiſtle. || Live in Peace, ſays he, 


1 and Peace ſoall be with you. .. Keep the Unity of 1 
the Spirit, in the Bond 9 Pence, + Be at Peace 


among your ſelves. * Follow Righteouſneſs, Faith, 


Charity, Peace. And in the Text, Let us follow 5 


e the Things which make for Peace. 


Prom theſe Words I ſhall beg Leave to propoſe 5 
— the „ Particulars to your” Conſidera- 5 


5 Fir, I mall a How, ad; in wh Re- 
ſiſpects we may be faid to follow the N 
- which make for Peace. T 


” Secondly, How far the Performance of this Du- 


oy is Obligatory to ev Ty Man. 


oy Thirdy, What Advantages will flow from the 
| Obſervation of it, | 


Fu 


. which make for Peace. 5 


5 ſtain from Things however Lawful in the Uſe, 


tan put a Stumbling- Block in his Way. And 
4 much greater Perſon than St. Paul hath left Mat, xviii, 
Moes upon Record, upon the World, becauſe of 


: THe LOR D-ILATOR, Oe. 85 5 85 
Fir. 1 am to conſider, How; and in t 
Reſpects, we may be ſaid to > follow the Things 


Aud we may be aid to do this, 


1 By awoiding to give nee . 
5 2. By an Unwillingneſs to take Offence, = 


. Then, By avoiding to give Offence," ” 

It is the Advice of St. Paul in the Chapter 5 
before. us, not to do any Thing by which our Verſe 21. 
Brother may be offended, or made weak ; to ab- 


if they be Indifſerent at the fame Time, rather 


Offences, that they muſt come. But then to de- 
ter ev'ry Particular Man from being the Occa- 
ſion of them, hath join'd the ſame Sentence up- _ 
on thoſe by whom they do come. Notwithſtand- 

ing this, I could wiſh it was a Duty as well 


knn as it ought to be, or if known, more put 


in Practice than at preſent it appears to be. I 


could with there was no Occaſion to ſay, it ſeems. 


to de entirely forgot by ſome, neglected by 55 
others, and by moſt diſregarded. Humour and 


15 Caprice hath ſo far got the Aſcendant in the 


Temper of too many amongſt vs, that Love, 3 
Peace, and Charity, „ are e entirely forgot. J he . 3 


A. Ser er mon in preach m7 


PE ee, of theſe Chriſtian Graces, which are, 
or ought to be, the Glory of a Diſcip le of Chriſt, ; 


| ſeem, God knows, to be quite laid tide,” Ev'ry 
| Wind of Doctrine hath of late got the upper 
Hand of ſound Words. Ev' ry ſubtle Inſimiati- 


: on, and plauſible Pretence, have been made uſe 


of by ſome, who, under the Cloak of Friend- 


__ ſhip, have given Offence to our weaker Brethren, 


and made the Gap between us, ſtill the greater. 


N How far the Advice of the Apoſtle i in the Text 


hbath been broken through, how far Offence 


hlaath been given by too many who call them- 


ſelves Chriſtians, cannot, Tam ſure, be thought 
on by thoſe, who have any, even the meaneſt 
Conceptions of Chriſtianity, without melan- 
choly Reflections. I need not metuion the Pra- 
Aci of fone, who through a blind miſtaken 
Zaeal, have branded all the true Members of = 
_ our, Excellent Church as Enemies to Her, be- | 
cauſe we dare oppoſe the Schiſm they would | 
pPropagate; becauſe we have the Courage to 
ſtand up to the Rules ſhe hath enjoin'd ; and 
becauſe we have, through God's Bleſſing „ food. 
in the Old Ways, and would not be deludel int 
new Paths with their fly Inſinuations, their falſe 
Pretences. But whatever Anat hema s they have 
been pleas'd to thunder out againſt us, we have, 
thro the Aſſiſtance of the Almighty, been able to 
guard againſt them; and enjoy'd the Comfort and 
Satisfaction of ſeeing the Artillery they had drawn 
out aint us, return d upon themſelves with a 


dou- 


— 


"oe Lox nM AYOR, Sc. : 


| double Force. How far theſe Men by giving Of- 
fence have contradicted the Apoſtle; how far 


they have been Stumbling- Blocks in the way of 


ſome, who as yet have not been ſo happy 1 
join in Communion with us, muſt be left to God 


and their own Conſciences. Sure I am, wou'd _ 


they lay aſide that Heat and Paſſion they ſeem _ 


to be actuated with, and put on that Calm and 


Os Quiet, that Peaceable and Charitable Temper, 2 


requiſite in the Chriſtian , they wou'd have been 
_ ſomething leſs ſevere in the Cenſures they have 
been pleas'd to paſs upon us. They wou'd at 


| leaſt have eſteem'd us as Brethren, and pity'd = 
us as lying under wiſtaken Notions: Inſtead of 
caſting us out of the Pale of Chriſt's Church, 


and: giving us over to Deſtruction without Re- os, 


covery : . they ſhou'd firſt of all have calm- 


y ſhewn, that ve, not they are deluded into 
+--"-falle Opinions; that we, not themſelves were 3 
at firſt the Authors, and continue to be the 


Supporters of the Scbiſm, - — 
turn. NS : 
- The Religion of Chriſt is as Light, pleaſant 
to behold ; like a Beauteous Piece of Paint or 


5 Sculpture, when perform'd by a Maſterly Hand. 

_ agreeable in every Feature; ſending forth an 

Odour more grateful by far, than that of the 
Ms precious Ointment wbich. ran dloꝛon unto 


Aaron's Beard, and deſcended to. The Shirts. a” 


bie Cloathing, Chriſt's Religion is ſo far &-- 


ſtant from allowing the Liberty of giving * 
o | fence. 


- But to Re- 


*Pſal, cxxkIHt. 


o 
- n 
- 7 — 
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2 Cor. ix- 34, 


" Powe. to 2 wether Brother: that with cur A. 
Poſtle we ſhould * be all Things to all Men, that 


we may have the Happineſs of gaining ſome. 


I do not ſay, we muſt cloſe with him in what- 


ever Tenets he holds, without firft reducing 


them to the Teſt of Scripture, and Reaſon 


| + x Theſ.y.21, I, 


guided by it For the ſime St. Paul exhorts 


us, to + prove all Things, before we bold faſt 


any Thing as Good. We muſt not comply 


_ with him fo far in his Errors, as to confirm him 


in them; we are on the contrary oblig'd, with _ 
all Gentleneſs and Meekneſs, with long Suffer- 
ing and Forbearance, to tell him of nat But 5 
while we are Adverſaries to his Errors, we 


> ſhould ſhew our ſelves Friends to his . 5 
and ſo much the greater Friends to the Lat 


ter, by how much the ſeverer and more 1 85 


:  Adverfiries we are to the Former. 


The Bleſſed Jeſus, we know very well, was | 


. a n to Publicans and Sinners: I. Ae: the 
Lamb under which Type the Prophet repre- 
_ ſents. him to us, ſubmitted Himſelf to every 


Hardſhip, ev'ry Affront offer'd him, rather tan 


give the leaſt Ofznce to any. He exactly 
dlear'd up the Dark Shadows he was ſhrouded 


under, of the Hen; the Gentle Vine; the Heal- | 


. Olive; and was in no Caſe addicted to Blood, : 
unleſs 0 ſhed his W n. 


But ſuppoſing Man walking only by the Light . 


of Natural Religion altogether unaſſiſted with | 


. chat reveabd in the Goſpel, nothing can appear 
5 | not. - 


— 


he Lox Mazon, W 


—_—_— 


; not "ly more Reaforiable. but Advanntageous, 
than endeavouring to keep up an univerſal Love 


and Charity towards ev'ry Man: And for this 
Keaſon only, becauſe as Man 1s a Being framd 
only for Society, it is his Intereſt, and ought. 
to be his Policy, to labour all he can to ſupport 
it. And would ev'ry Member make this his chief 
Concern, he wou'd find Kindneſſes returning upon 
himſelf! in a conſtant Circle and Reciprocation of | 


855 Love. 


We have all, even the moſt Sowre and Stoical. 
amongſt. us, a natural Bent and Iuclination 
to Quiet and Repoſe ; ; and we cannot more ſe- 
curely pave the way to this, than by maintain- 
ing a Loving Correſpondence with all Men, and 
avoiding a8 much as poſſible giving Offence to 
any. By theſe means we may acquire to our 


ſelves ev'ry Man's A ect ion, and be quite out of 
the Reach of any one's II. Vill. And I am 


pretty ſure, I may venture to ſay, that all Men's 


=  Aﬀettion muſt promote our Happineſs : and at the 


ſame Lime add, that one Mans Haired may 
3 de ſtroy 1 it. g 


Secondly, We may be fald't to follow after the 
Things which make for Peace, by ſhewing a an 
Unwillingneſs to take Offence. 


It is the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion to 
maintain and ſupport the Welfare of Society: 
One of the Chief Deſigns of the Bleſſed Author 


of it, Was to baniſh a Turbulept Spirit out of 


the 


; wo Sermm Pr eachpd befure 


— — 


he World. To compoſe the Heats among ar 

ſtians, and to influence the Hearts of Men to a 
Proſecution of Peace and Love. And by ac- 
cuſtoming our ſelves to paſs by any flight In- 
juries, that may perhaps be unwillingly offered; 
and avoiding to take that as an Offence, which g 
it way be was not deſign'd, is a Mark not of 


Good Nature only ; but the diſtinguiſhing e 
| of Chriſtianit y. 


It i is, God knows, a Präcice too common, 


built upon falſe miſtaken Notions of Honour and EE 
| Conrape, for the Perſon who hath received any 
Offence, to ſeek redreſs in his own Way. 
Every little Incident, tho perhaps no Injury 
was intended, may have too frequently turn'd 
a Friend into an Enemy, and made a Foe of a2 
: Companion. But, alas! all this proceeds from 
the Luſts and Paſſions of Men, and are entirely 
Inconſiſtent with, and Deſtructive of the Peace 
„ Quiet, the Welfare and Advantage of Man- 
kind. When Men give themſelves up to ſuch 
a Liberty of Acting, they are generally fo far 


from bringing Things to an Accommodation, that 


they are apt to perplex them the more. And 
wuhen once they give their Paſſions this unhappy « 
Turn, it 1s no wonder they become gy. 8 
| to Charity, Enemies to Peace. | 


The Law indeed upon which the Fews 


. founded a Redreſs of Injuries, was that of Reta- f 
lation; and we may fairly Conjecture, that ſome 
of the Heathens ünbib d it from them. But 


our 


— ——— ———— 
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— nn 


„Dur Faru, who brought Life and Jmmorality - 
to Light thro' the Goſpel, hath introduc'd Pre- 


cepts of a quite different Nature, of a Strain 


more becoming the Genius of his Religion, as well 


as beneficial to the Intereſts of Man. He forbad 
his Diſciples not only not to take Offence, but if”. 


any was offer'd, quietly to put it up.“ 77 they * Luk. vi. 29 


deore ſmitten upon one Cheek, to turn the other alſo. 


And upon Þ+ St. Peter's Demanding of Him + Mat, xviit. | 
how aken he ſhou'd forgive his Brothey 2 and 
limiting his Forgiveneſs to Seven Times only; 
our Saviour immediately with ſome ſeeming 


Warmth replies, || not Seven Times only, but until | | Ver, 22, - 


Szventy Times Seven. And had we not been 
Commanded to do that, we ſhou'd for Intereſt 
only put it in Execution. For this Quiet and 
Peaccable Diſpoſition in our ſelves, will it may 
be have great Influence upon our Neighbours. 


Our Example will ſhine bright before Strangers, 


and plead the Cauſe of true Religion in a very 
powerful Manner. We may provoke them by 
imitating our Chriſtian Demeanor, to put a Check 

to that Spirit of Strife and Contention, which 
is gone out ſo powerfully amongſt us, and create 
Peace and Harmony in Men's Tempers. We 


i may reflect the greateſt Honour upon the Goſpel 


of Chriſt, and . our ſelves too as Frafelſors 
oo 1 
Our Saviour: we 3 very wall did not dis od, 
dain to converſe: with thoſe, who were not 
only the moſt inveterate Enemies to him and his- 


Region, but chang 4 the Rieſſec Author of it 


2 


75 Sermon preach thre 


I Wark. 


I "wb having a Devil. Had his Nature been 1 = 
ſoon fir'd with Indignation, ready to take Of- 
fence, as prone to repel the Aſſaults, and to 
vindicate himſelf from thoſe Blaſphemous Af 
Fronts he met with, ev'ry Day and Hour of his 
Life had afforded him Cauſe to ſhew it. And 
if we, who pretend to be his Diſciples, wil! 
but follow his Example, and keep cloſe to the 
| Rules he hath preſcrib'd, a great deal of that 
 Wnaturd Saticfaclion too many indulge them- 1 5 
ſelves in, in taking Offence when none is in- 
tended, in returning Injuries when they are not 
defi ign'd as ſuch, wou'd be prevented. Wrang- 
ling and Contention, and Quarreling about 
Trifles (an unheeded Expreſſion, an undefigned 
Action) wou'd not only paſs unregarded, mu 
be baniſhed our Converſation. Rather than 
Revenge one Injury, we ſhou'd ſuffer any: 
Becauſe by fo doing, we ſhou'd be ſenſible, 
that we promote the Benefit of Society, the Good 
of Mankind. We ſhou'd have no Occaſion to 
read in Scripture, becauſe we ſhould learn by _ 
" PIP erience, that where Strife and Contention 


"there muſt be ;Configh on, and every Evil 
But this brings me to the next Particular, 


e 10 Conſider how far thoſe Duties ; 


are Obligatory to every Man. 


It is the whole Drift of Scripture, 3s well as. 


the Tenor of our Religion, to concern our 
22 ſelves 


fe LM — — — 


"he Torn Maron, Se. Ix 


feldes for the Good of our Neighbour, "cameſtly ; 


do ſtrive to promote his Intereſt, to increaſe his 


Advantage. As we are Members of the ſame _ 
Commonwealth, Heirs of the ſame Kingdom, 


and Diſciples of the ſame Meck and Humble 


| Feſus, we ſhould ſhew forth in all our Actions 
that Meekneſs and Humility, which are not 
only the Ornaments of our Religion, but the 
ſtrongeſt Antidotes againſt Pride, Hatred, and 
_ HENature. Since Chriſt hath taken down the 
Wall of Partition, we are now to all Men, what 
the Jets thought they were to one another 
only: His Blood hath cemented Mankind, and 


1 made them all Members of the ſame Fraternity 3 


and we are therefore indiſpenſibly oblig'd, * as *Gal. vi. 10 
we have opportunity, to do good to all Men, but 


more eſpecially unto them who are of” the "ſame „%% 
Houſnold of Faith. * To abound Mm Love to- #1Theflii.12. Is 


wards one another, and to all Men; || To follow || Heb, xii, 14, 
Peace with all Men ; * To be Patient and Gentle; * Theſy, was, 
And ever follow. that which is Good, both Pg 5 


mong our ſelves, and to all Men; + And if it f Rom. xii e. 1 


be poſſible as mich as lieth in us, 70 live peaceably | 
with all Men. Theſe are ſome of the Injun- 
ctions laid upon us; and theſe, if any, muſt ſtrongly 


2 oblige us to this Duty. But notwithſtanding 


: theſe ſhou'd have an Influence upon us, it is a 


Practice too common for any to be ignorant of it, 


that ſome amongſt us are as liberal in Loading 
a Brother, who Offends, it may be, more out of _ 
Simplici y than Of of V value rather than 

3 Per: 
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"Poe Rene fr. "with the ſame Uncharitable Cen 


a ſures, as the Jews and Gentiles were at the 


| Luk. vi. 41. 


Lime of penning this Epiſtle : || Who can ſee « 


Mote in his Eye, though they cannot Giicern the 


| Beam which is in their ls. 
But to be a little more particular. | 
The Obligation ev'ry Man hath to perforn _ 

this Duty, will appear, if we conſider 1 "BE 


Fi, From the Nature of Religion. 


Secondh, From the Natural Deſire all | Mer . 
have to ve happy. : 


And 1 ft. From the Nature of Religion. : 


"And as eh is of a Sublime and Heavenly 


"Native. its Profeſſors ſhould partake of the 
_ fame Nature with it. As pure Religion and 


undefiled conſiſts in Love and Charity, it 


39. 


preſſes upon us the Practice of theſe Sublime 
Graces. When the Bleſſed Jeſus firſt made 
his Appearance upon Earth, and God in the 
Fleſh vouchſafed to dwell with Man; His De- 
ien was not only to ſatisfy provok'd Juſtice 
for us, hut to put us into a Capacity of do- 
ing our Duty to God and Man too; and for 


the more ealy performing this, was graciouſly _ 


Ges. to reduce the whole to this narrow 


A MatixXiig7 , Compaſs, theſe two ſhort Commands of * L. 
ving God above all Things, and out Neigh- 


bour as our ſelves. And [eſt in this we ſhoud 
06 


—— 
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85 miſtaken. thought fit farther to explata; It by 
whatſoever ye wworr *d that Men ſpowd do unto you, 


juries for the ſake of Peace, rather than 


mand Satisfaction for ev ry. Ordinary or. 


fence. 


C. VII. 121 
even ſo do unto them for this is the Law of the 

Prophets. And we are told by St. James, that * 
he Wiſdom, or in another Word, the Reij- 
gion, which is from above, t fi 701 Peaceable, 

Gentle, Eaſy to be intreated ; Putting up in. 


EF 


If then this Natural and Faſy Rule, o 


frequently inculcated, was put in Practice, 


Peace wou'd be ſecure, and Religion appear in 
its fulleſt Lrufire , Correſpondence and mutual 


9 good Will, and all other Offices of Humanity, 


7 wou'd be reciprocally perform'd: We ſhou'd 
neither Offend others, nor be diſquieted. our 


ſelves; We ſhou'd advance the Delight, and 


promote the Happineſs and Intereſt of the 


World. Envy and Hatred, Pride and Conten- 


tion are ſo oppolite to the Nature of Religion, 


that they are entirely Deſtructive of it; and, as 
the Serpent of Old, ſerv'd our firſt Parents, be⸗ 


tray us even in the midſt of Paradiſe. The 


Man who is Induſtrious in kindling the Flame 


of Contention, deſtroys his own Peace, as 
well as acts inconſiſtent with his Profeſlion. ” 


And he that is Converſant in Enmity and 


Malice, can make but very low Pretences to 


a Zeal for Religion. For Þ St. John deciares t r Ep. iv. 75 


expreſly, that he who ſeith he Loves God, 
| C2 and 


* 
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|} Gut. 15. 
e "Ran as Earth, Senſual, Deviliſo. ; 


od - bateth bir Neeber uw a Lyar. And 
St. James is Oy ſevere in C enſuring. fuch 


Second „ The Neceflity of this Duty will like- | 


_ wiſe appear from 2 Delire ev iy Man has to 


= be Happy. 


It is not pr Natural but Neceſſary, 1 = 


ev'ry Man to be a Lover of Himſelf. Our 
| other Paſſions have their Ri/mgs and Settings, 
their Increaſe and Decreaſe; but this is always 1 


at the Full, always drawn out to the utmoſt 


Stretch, And as this is a Principle Interwoven 
in our Nature, not learned by Experience, 


8 but born with us; it makes us covet Whatever 


is capable of promoting our Happineſs. This, 


how many Janglings ſoever there may be 


among Men, in Regard to other Things, is the 


ſole End every one aims at. And if we allow 


Society to come into the Diſpute, the Things 
15 wn make for Peace tend mightily to create 


Where this Happy Diſpoſition rides Trium- 


| has” all thoſe impetuous Deſires, and Tumul- 
tuous Paſſions, which break our own Peace, 
and rob others of their Quiet, will be ef. ö 


ho fectually ſuppreſsd. While they Lurk in our 


| Breafts,, they engage us in Unchriſtian Quar- 
TOW uſeleſs and dangerous Diſputes: They 
break off the moſt intimate Correſpondence be- 
tween Friends and Neighbours, and foment 


> Diviſions among the Deareſt Relations. | But 


Love 


_—_—. 
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8 "Lowe yy always be chewing forth Fr edom, 
Courteſy, and Complacency, and remove far off 


2 — 


all Care, Suſpicion, and Regret. If Serenity and — 


Placidneſs of Behaviour reigns among Men, 
they naturally create mutual Confidence , and 
render Society Eaſy, Pleaſant, and Delic ghtful. 

In ſhort, Peace and Love are 00 neceſſary In. 

5 gredients i in the Compoſition of Happineſs, that - 


it is impoſlible we ſhould be even eaſy in our 
Minds without it. 


How far therefore ev'r "Min 1s oblig d ä 

| practiſe theſe Duties, is Y plain from Society 

it ſelf (ſuppoſing Religion not to come into the 

Queſtion) that one wou'd think there ſhould not 
want Arguments to urge Men to the Practice of 


them. If we conſider we are Men; Created for 


and compacted into Society; An univerſal Love --: 
and Benevolence is one of tlie Chief Laws upon 


5 which it is founded. If as Chriſtians, we are = 


oblig'd by much ſtronger Ties. But taking in 


both Conſiderations, we have the firmeſt En- 5 
gagements to them: And muſt eſteem it as In- 
cumbent upon us, to promote and carry on ſo 
neceſſary Graces. For not to mention that the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, upon which everlaſting e 
Happineſs depends, Command it of us, the. 


Comforts of this preſent Life call for it. 


Hou much a quiet and peaceable State is the 
5 Reſemblance of Heaven, an Anticipation of the 
| Glories of that Place, in which Envy and Ma- 


lice will find no room to dwell in, we may 


Lean | 
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5 * earn Hom the e ee W care there told: 


Chap. XXi. 


that Complaint, Pain, and Clomour will be no 
more: But the bleſſed Souls enjoy a perfect 
Love, everlaſting Concord, Even the Happinets 
of - this Life is what all Men are ſolicitous a- 
bout; what they hunt after with the greateſt _ 
oY igilance and Induſtry. But while we court 
this in Ten Thouſand Shapes, it is ſtrangely 
ſurprizing, that ſome Men feem purpoſely to 
miftake thoſe Means, by which alone t they ma 
obtain their End; , though they purſue it cager- To 
ly, no wonder it flies from their Embraces, 
and while they take this wrong Byaſs , that 
they wander widely from the Goal. Would the 1 
cConſider how far Love and Peace, Gentleneſs = FD 
Mildneſs are conducive to it, they would lay 
aide Hatred and Variance. Te ealouſies and evil 
Siurmiſcs, Rade Words, and Ruder Aci ions would 
"mer 1 ceaſe, Ve ſhould not range our ſelves into 
Parties ſo mortally hating one another, that not 
=o, only common Juſtice, but, God knows, com- 
mon Charity is too often loſt amongſt us. 


I need not, I preſume, be at any Pains to 


7 prove (God knows it is by far too evident) that 
there is a Sort of Men upon whom thoſe Pra- 
Hices may undeniably be charg d: A Se E 
Men of our ſelves ariſen, i perverſe 15 
: Things; 5 who have broke the Unity of the 
Spirit, and the Bond of Peace; who make it 
their Buſineſs to raiſe Diſturbances ; And, like the 
Te Gra nd e 'y of Manning n Diſcord 8 among 


Bre- 


he L « 0 R TIF A Y 0 R, Sc. 


| Brethren, - How much it is the Duty of the 


Civil Magiſtrate, to oppoſe ſuch Proceedings, 


is too well known to need reciting. As he is the 


Miniſier to us for good, as he beareth not ihe | 


5 preſs them. 


How far the Preſent hath fer himſelf aginſt 
them, is a Truth too open to be deny d. Ik. 
would, perhaps, ſeem to border too near upon 


5 Sword in vain, it would ill become the Duty lle 
owes to God and the King, whoſe Miniſter he 
is, did he not make! it his Whole Bulineſs to ſup⸗ 


Flattery, ſhould I in this Place mention the Zeal 

he hath at all Times ſhewn in keeping „„ 
the Advice of our Apoſtle. I might, were it 

not already known, ſpeak of his Behaviour in | 


„ ry Reſpect, as a Good Man, a Good Magi- 1 
ſtrate, a Good Subject, and a Good '$ briſlian. _ 


might mention bis dife mtereſied Afſefion for our 


55 Eftabliſpment both in Church and State, under . 
Huis Sacred Majeſty King G EO RGE; His 
5 Impartiality | in the Adminiſtration of Fuſtice £ 
the Neglect of his own Affairs, to attend upon 


thoſe of the Publick; His conſtant Vigilance in 
5 Diſcharge of his High Office, amidſt the 


moſt tormenting Indi ſpaſ. 25 of Health, thoſe 
Racking Pains of Gow and Stone: I could take + 
in his Unwillingneſs to do a hard Thing, ; hen 
Tn, oblig'd to put ſome very ſevere Law in Execu- _ 
tion. All theſe Topicks, were they not alrea- 


dy known, T might enlarge Upon. All chat! 
hall add, and [ Hope it will be without Offence, 


AAS That 
Pp 


"+ Ser ermon preached ſor wag 


"That his Behaviour will encourage his Succeſ-_ 


fer to tread in the ſame Steps; that he will ſnew 

an cqual Zeal in endeavouring to ſuppreſs that 
Strife and Contention, that Rage and Fur Y, Whien 
haue ſo long broke the Peace of our Sion, and 
= diſturb d the Quiet of our Jeruſalem. 


I was naturally led to ſay ſomething in this 


Reſpett ; becauſe, as ev'ry Man is oblig'd from 
an Indorn Deſire of Happineſs, to perform the 
Duty in the Text, as to his private Capacity; 
ſo the Magiſtrate is no leſs engag'd, in regard to 


his Publick Station, to ſee that ev'ry Man en- 


deavours to promote it: Where this is done, 
Peace and Love will always prevail. And where 
theſe ride Triumphant, Joy and Comfort wil! 
obtain the Maſtery ; but where Strife and Con- 
--. +... , tention-get the Al cendant , Confuſion and ev 'ry . 
DD evil Work are ſoon likely to follow. 


But this brings me to the laſt Head of Dif: 


5 courle, which was to ſhew, 


III. What Advantages will flow from a rer. | 
f formance of this. oy e 5 


And that in Regard, 
1. 16 povate Nen 
. To pablick Communities. / 


- "Then, In regard to | Private Men. 5 
And [ believe it will readily be ed. that 


the E Quiet and We of our Minds, upon 


which 


: he Lern Mor, Sc. . 


n . 


which true Happineſs | 18 founded, and which al appeal 
Men, who enjoy but a very ſmall Share of Rea. 


fon, have at all Times cagerly aim'd after, de- 

| pends in chief Meaſure upon keeping cloſe 9 
the Advice of our Apoſtle. Gentleneſs and For- 
bearance, a Regular and Uniform ſticking cloſe 

to this Duty „not only affords us Opportunities 5 
of reaping the Fruits of preſent Eaſe , but gives 


e delightful Proſpect of a laſting Sat iofackion. 5} 


The Man in whom this happy Frame of Mind : 


: prevails, will never be uneaſy ; Always free from 


Hurry and Perturbation of Mind; will enjoy a 


5 continual Feaſt and T riumph | in his Breaſt, and 
be out of the Reach of Impreſſions from any 


Injuries that can be offer d him. Though the 


World ſhould prove ſo diſingenuous and ungrate- 


ful, as to contrive new Affronts, or repeat olg 
ones: Tho” his Good Name be unjuſtly call'd 
Into Diſrepute , his beſt Deſigns miſtaken, and 
„Acre d to Self. Intereſt, to a vain Affectation 3 
popular Applauſe: Tho laſtly, he himſelf be 


repreſented as the vileſt Miſcreant upon Earth : 


While he is aſſur'd from within, that he hath VV 
5 given no Occaſion for ſuch Ulage, hut on tjñie 
cContrary, exerted his utmoſt to Reap up a true 


Chriſtian Correſpondence with all Men, will not = = 


be troubled at ſuch unſteady Dealings, but not- 


5 withſtanding be ſociable and gentle, free, eaſy, 
and fearleſs. And tho), perhaps, at preſent RE 


cannot break through them, will bear them 


1 without Helens to, or pining at them. 3 
1: der ; 
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2 put on a Behaviour amidſt them, worthy the = 
Son of Chriſt, and may one Day expect to be . 


| Jor al theſe he wraps himſelf cloſe in his "Pong 
: Sai and quells the Rage of ſuch over-heated 


Spirits with Meekneſs and Complacency. He : 


8 | made an Heir of his Kingdom. 


But this is putting the Matter in the So = 
| Light. For it is doubtleſs one of the moſt pal- 
pable Signs of a baſe and profligate Temper, . 


5 return Evil for Good. *Tis obſerv'd by the 


A deneca. 


x Moraliſt, That it is doing Injury even to a Beaſt 
to call him Ungrateful. And for Man to fal! 
under this Denomination, by heaping Injuries 


upon his Brother, who endeavours all he can to 
ide peaceably with all Men, and avoids, as 


much as may be, giving Offence to any, is not 
only to ſhew himfelf a meer Savage, one that 


” cannot, by any Methods, be mov'd and melted 


into Ge but to degrade himſelf below 


5 even the loweſt Part of the Creation. 


But in the mean Time, there are ha very ; 


few, I believe, of ſo rough and malicious a 
5 Diſpoſition | 7 as to take Delight in giving Of. 
fence, the leaſt Uneaſineſs, to the Man I have 


1 been ſpeaking of. Very few who can forbear 


looking upon that eaſy and even Condition of 
Soul he is at all Times Maſter of, without the 

ſtlrongeſt Impreſſions of Joy and Satisfaction. 
And if all Men would endeavour to put on the 
fame Meeknefs and Humbleneſs of Spirit, what 
2 Halcion e ſhould we nds. Would 1 


5 


de Lokp- Maron, &c. 2 


wee behave our ſelves gently and friendly to all, 

we ſhould reap the ſameAdvantage ; And in eviry _ 
| Circumſtance of Life find ſome to pity us, ſhould 
the World in any Reſpe& determine to affli& us. 
Weare willing, as far as we are able, to prevent our 


own Diſaſters, and own our ſelves oblig' d to any 


| good Name be brought into Diſrepute, we ſhould == 


5 find ſome kind Friend, who would vindicate our © 
Reputation, and generouſly take the Pains to get 
us honourably acquitted. If Pain and Sickneſs 


 atflit us, we are ready to embrace ev'ry Remedy 


very and Confinement , the Love we ſhall pros; 
cure from Men, will prevent their ſetting us at 


naought for the Lownelſs of our Condition; or 


deſpiſing our Perſons for the Calamities that be- 


fal us. It will make them have a lincere Dellre 
to redeem us from our Durance, or entertain, at 
leaſt, the warmeſt Inclinations for our Freedon. 
If we be overtaken with a Fault, it will render 
Others careful to conceal our Defects, and tender-  _ 
ly to compaſſionate our Misfortunes. If, laſtly, _ 
an unjuſt Sentence, thro* Fear or Favour of our 


* 


. Perſons, who can and will afford us any Comfort „ 
and Relief. If, for Inſtance, we fall into Diſ- 
_ grace and Contempt; if, as I juſt now ſaid, our 


that may relieve us; and ſhall meet with ſone 
ſoft Hand, that will uſe Applications to reſtore 
us to our former Vigor. If, thro” a ſudden Turn 
of Fortune, we are reduc'd from Liberty, to Sla- 


Adverſary, be ready to paſs upon us, the ſame N 


Love will excite ſome kind Friend to free us from 
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our falſely imputed Crimes, to rake our Ts : 
cence ſhine forth as clear as 'the Light , and our 


virtue as bright as the Noon-Day. Theſe then 


are ſome of the Advantages which will low _ 
from this happy Temper of Soul, this Chriſtian 
Spirit. But the greateſt of all "will be. hae 
when Men ſee us thus acting, they will by the 


Brightneſs of our Example endeavour to do the 


| ſame; and by creating this Harmony amongſt us, 


bring down great Blelſings upon all. Our Lig bis 
thus ſhining before Men, will teach them, by do- 


8 ing after the Things which make for Peace, will . 
appear in regard to publick Communities. 
I., is the firſt and greateſt Obligation to Man- 
i kind, to procure and promote the Welfare of that 
5 Body, of which they are Members, which would 


Matt. v. 16. ing the ſame, to Elorty e our Father which is in PE. 


Heaven. 0 


ah The Aa which flow from fallow 5 


every one think himſelf oblig d to do, a Circu. 


Cicero. 


lation of Safety and Proſperity would 1 run thro? 
the whole. The Roman Orator * expreſſes this 
admirably well: We are horn, ſays he, under 
2 Law, and inſtructed by ſuch Principles of Na- 
ture, that oblige us to prefer the common Good 
before our own ; that fo at length the common 
Good may prove our Advantage. And as Love 
5 2 the only Cement which knits Men into Socie- 


ſo that Society cannot be preſerv'd without 


thar Love which at firſt form'd iK. Where 85 


"this. 


* Losp- Maron, Te. 


3. 


this reigns, Peace and Unity, and al the 5 . 


Conſequences which attend, muſt reign to. If it 
tends to the Good of Communities, to have all 


Feuds and Animoſities laid afide by its Members 


1 If it be advantageous to the Publick , that good 
Order be kept up; nothing, I am pretty ae, 


can more effectually promote it than Peace Fs 


Love. Did this once prevail, we ſhould eſpouſe 
e another” s Intereſt, with the ſame Zeal we do our _ 
„ own: We ſhould proſecute the Publick Good 
ſincerely and heartily, and verify the imagina- 
ry Dreams, of the Golden Age, and find almoſt a. | 
FF Heaven upon Earth. Society would ſtand firm 
Os ſupported by mutual Dependencies and KindneC 1 75 
ſes. By theſe means, like Bret hren in Unity, we 
” | ſhould harmoniouſly dwell together, and enjoy 
all the Comforts and Conveniences of Converſi- 
tion. We know very well who hath told us 
That a Kingdom or a Houſe divided againſt it 
ſelf cannot ſtand. Where there are Diviſions 
and Animoſities in either, it will be ene 
d 0 keep them long from falling. And I could — 
heartily wiſh that ſome amongſt our ſelves would 
be perſuaded of this. That they who have un- 
bhbappily been miſtaken themſelves, or cunningly 
miſlead othets, would lay their Hands upon eie 
Nearts, and ſeriouſly conſider theſe Things: 1 5 
: That they who have been concern'd in railing - 
and Fomenting our Diviſions, who have been 


wneaſy under Happineſs, and labour'd all they 5 


could to tear it in Pieces, would, before it be. 
8 
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£7 late, Conſult the Things which make Toe 


Peace. If they are not as Happy as they cou'd 
wiſh, let them at leaſt be ſo kind as to Dear -- 
with thoſe who enjoy a Contrary Opinion. N 


It is not long ſince we had a Rebellion W 


0 woſt Monſtrous of any, raging in the Bow- 
els of our Country. The moſt Monſtrous I 
call it, becauſe when all others ſhrouded them- 
ſelves under the pretended Cloak of Liberty, 
that was calculated for Slavery. With what 
Emotion and Grief of Mind then muſt we Re- 
flect upon thoſe who are ſo ſoon grown inſenſi- 
ble of their Danger, and forgetful of the great 
| Deliverance? Who ſeem to make it their Chief 


T7 Bufineſs to involve us in the ſame Difficulties 


We have ſome among us who are continually 


1 boaſting of their Affection for, their great Ser- 


VLices done to the Publick, and at the ſame Time 
do their utmoſt to make it Contemptible, Who 
ſigh out their Murmurings and Diſcontent for 
pretended Miſmanagements, and wou'd periuage - 
the World, that every Thing is our of Or- of 
der - But alas! for this Reaſon only, be- 
cauſe themſelves are gut of Office. But my: 
Brethren, let us act upon Principles more 
E agreeable to our True Religion. Let us endea- - 
vour to promote the Honour and Intereſt of our 
| Countrey. And Defeat the Deſigns of our Ene- 
mies, who look upon our Diviſions with the 
greater Pleaſure, becauſe by them they are moſt 
: — to Trung our their Intentions, and to 


Work 
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| wat our Deſtruction. Let us bind our Tower 1. 
to good Bebaviour ; forbear Diſcourſes that have 
the leaſt Tendency to Sedition. Let us ſtudy 
do be quiet, and mind our own Buſineſs, and 8 
leave the Adminiſtration of Publick Affalrs, = 
tthoſe who have the Care of them. Let us 
| keep cloſe to our Allegiance to His Ma jeſty 
King GEORGE, and make the Crown fit as 
1 5 1 as poſſible. Let us learn the Viſdom to 
know when we are Happy, and the Prudence — 
and Honeſiy to continue ſo. Gratitude and 
Thankfulneſs are undoubtedly due to a Prince 
from his Subjects. And I may venture to ay 
one Thing without the leaſt Imputation of Flat. 
tery, that if ever any Aing might expect them _ 
for his own Sake, or Claim them for God's Sake, 
dis Majeſiy that now Governs us, with Juſtice „ 
may do both. Our Intereſt joins with ou. 
Duty to engage us to this. But there is no 
| Reaſon to enlarge upon this. To conclude there: 
fore, let us beg of God that he would be pleasd — 
-: Bleſs, Preſerve, Protect, and Keep his Majeſty, hh 
that we may long Enjo Him, and all thoſe In 
valuable Bleſſings vouchſaf d us by Him. That 
he wou'd fo Rule the Heart of bi Choſen Se- 
vant GEORGE our Hing and Governor, that 
lle knowing whoſe Miniſter he is, may above : 
all Things ſeek God's Honour and Glory ad 
that We and all his Subjects, duly conſidering = 
_ whoſe Anthority he hath, may faithfully Serve, 


H_ and humble e Obey him in | God and for 
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15 "God, according to his bleſſed Word And Ordi@ 0 
nace. Let us beg of him to influence the Hearts 
of Men to Peace and Love. So to behave our 
ſelves in this Life, that we may be entitI'd to 
* Glories of the next, 2855 . Chriſt his 
Sake, 


To who, + Thee, 0 Farber, and God the 15 
Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons but One God, be 
aſcribed, as is moſt Due, all Honour, and 1 
Glory, Might, Majeſty and Dominion nom 
end for evermore. Amen. „ 
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